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Pray Daily for Families is a devotional aid to help you and your 
children build a habit of more regular and purposeful prayer. 

Like our previous book, Pray Daily, this book is arranged in the 
Anglican Prayer Book tradition and suitable for all Christians 
seeking a deeper relationship with God.

This book sets the two daily offices of Morning and Evening 
Prayer within the context of an illustrated children’s book. 
As your family prays through this book together, you will 
also discover a whimsical story that will engage your child’s 
imagination.

The images in this book have been shaped by one guiding 
question: When a child hears the words of the liturgy, what 
do they see?

Here are some suggestions on how you can use this book with 
your child to cultivate a habit of prayer:

Find a set time to pray regularly as a family. Schedule 
prayer around meals or common activities that bring 
your family together. Work towards developing a 
daily rhythm.

For younger children who do not yet know how to 
read, say the bold selections on their behalf until they 
are able to memorize them. As children get older and 
gain experience with the prayers, have them take the 
role of prayer leader.

Think of ways your children can involve their bodies 
in prayer. Bowing, wiggling, kneeling, reclining, and 
jumping have their appropriate moments during 
prayer. Like the children on the pages of this book, not 
all prayer looks tidy!

May our Lord Jesus who welcomed little children to himself meet 
your family as you grow in prayer and faith.

A Note to Parents

Confession 
The confession of sin has always been part of daily prayer. We recommend that you teach your children to confess their sins to God 
using this prayer at least once a day:

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Prayers at a Glance 
The order for Morning and Evening Prayer follows a fourfold pattern designed to teach children the rhythms of prayer:

1. Come and Listen
We begin with verses from the Psalms. The prayer leader  
reads first, and everyone reads together when sentences 
are in bold. The opening prepares our hearts to hear God’s 
word as it is written in Holy Scripture. Read the selected 
passages or any others. Suggestions are in the back.

2. Thank and Praise
We respond to God’s word by giving thanks and praise 
through Psalms and canticles (songs from Scripture). 
Psalm 95, known as the Venite, is a hallmark of Morning 
Prayer, whereas the Song of Simeon from Luke 2:29-32, 
known as Nunc Dimittis, is of Evening Prayer. You may 
also exchange these canticles for songs that you know.

3. Ask and Offer
Now we share our requests with God, beginning as Jesus 
instructed with The Lord’s Prayer. As we pray for specific 
things we need, like all Christians, encourage your children 
to regularly pray for the needs of the world, the nation, 
the local community, the church, their neighbors, those 
who suffer, and all those in any trouble.

4. Go and Love/Rest
We end by praying the collects (short written prayers) of 
the church and by asking God for grace. In the morning, 
we are sent out from prayer to love God and neighbor. In 
the evening, we lay down for a peaceful rest.





O Lord, open our lips
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Psalm 117:1-2
Praise the Lord, all you nations; laud him, all you 
peoples. For his loving-kindness toward us is great, 
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
Alleluia!

Read one of the Scriptures below
or a Bible lesson of your choice.
 

1 Peter 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 
us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

John 15:5
Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”



Say responsively Psalm 95:1-7 (Venite)
or sing it together if you know a melody.

O come, let us sing to the Lord;
Let us make a joyful noise 
to the rock of our salvation!

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
Let us make a joyful noise 
to him with songs of praise!

For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.

O come, let us worship and bow down;
Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture,

and the sheep of his hand.
O, that today you would listen to his voice!


